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1.0  First Discussion Questions 
1.   How Would You Define Eternity? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

2. Are You An Eternal Being? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

3. What Is The Importance Of Life To Eternity? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

4. Why Is Death Important? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

5. What Is The Relationship Between Eternity And Time? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

6. How Does God Exist Eternally? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 



2.0  Defining Eternity 
Eternity is God’s environment.  God tells us in the Bible that it is never 
beginning or ending.  In fact, God tells us that His very own name is “I 
AM”.  In our study of Not So BASIC Christianity This is a logical next step. 

"Eternity" is one of the most controversial doctrines in the Bible. To 
many, it is thought to be the realm where time simply goes on and on, 
non-stop, ad infinitum, into which one enters after death. One’s desti-
nation from Earth at death is based upon decisions, beliefs, and actions 
an individual has made throughout life.   

Those who make heaven 
live thereafter in contented 
joy with God, the angels 
and all the fellow saints.  

Those who do not qualify 
for heaven, enter an eter-
nal existent in hell of 
burning torment and an-
guish.  

This understanding of 
God, eternity, and eternal 
destination shapes our 
view of God, has motivated 
many to embrace God’s 
call to salvation whereas 
others turned to atheism. Still, others refuse to acknowledge God and 
end up confused over whether God is a God of love, power, and mercy, 
or of hate, ineptitude, and vindictiveness. 

In our study there are four compelling reasons demanding a better un-
derstanding of eternity and God’s eternal state. 

• Doctrinal correctness and completeness.  It seems rather odd to 
understand doctrines which have eternal consequences without 
some sort of proper understanding of Divine Eternity. 

• Election, predestination, etc… are events that have seemingly been 
determined prior to the formation of our world.  Some theologians 
therefore have errantly concluded that all mankind has been 
‘committed’ in eternity with unalterable destinies throughout eter-
nity.  Through a better understanding of eternity, we shall have a 
better understanding of the validity of certain interpretations of 
doctrines and God’s intent in each of these teachings. 

• These actions will have 
their completion in eterni-
ty.  Eternally planned, eter-
nally fulfilled. 

• In defense of our faith.  
Christ, His teachings, His 
church, and individual be-
lievers are under constant 
attack by non-believers 
who use some of the most 
creative, yet devastating 
destructions of Christ’s 
doctrines to negate His 
work on the cross and the 
salvation He offers.  So we 
must be on a constant vigil, 
able to defend and give ac-

count of the faith we hold dear.  This is possible only when we know 
the truth. 

In relation to eternity. Time is certainly not the form of God's life.  Eter-
nity means freedom from time. “For thus says the high and exalted One 
Who [a]lives forever, whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and holy place, 
” (Isaiah. 57.15).  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isa+57%3A15&version=NASB#fen-NASB-18781a


3.0  Words Synonymous To 
Eternal  

The words "forever" and "everlasting," and the phrase "forever and 
ever" are used throughout scripture as synonyms for the word 
"eternal.   Wesbster’s Dictionary defines "eternal" as "of infinite dura-
tion," "everlasting," "timeless," "perpetual," and "immutable."  

Romans 1:16 describes the Godhead as "eternal," here translated from 
the Greek word "aidios." "Eternal" is an excellent adjective for God. 

Clearly He has no beginning nor end.  It matters not what men nor 
devils say nor do. He continues steadfast in His plan and purpose. He 
is perpetual and never changes. With God there is "no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning" James.1:17. His foreknowledge is 
“perfect.", Acts15:18. 

• Romans 1:16  16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek.  

• James 1:17  17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or [a]shifting shadow.  

• Acts 15:18  SAYS THE LORD, WHO [a]MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM 
LONG AGO.  

There are two reasons. 

• First is in defense of the belief in God against scientists and phi-
losophers that argue there is a lack of evidence for the existence of 
God and that the concept of God is incoherent.  They argue that 

God can be neither temporal nor 
timeless. God cannot be timeless 
because God, as described in the 
Bible, is a person; but persons are 
inherently temporal in nature. They 
act and react, they're conscious be-
ings who deliberate and anticipate 
and remember. They think about 
things. They intend to do things 
and then carry out those projects. 
All of these are temporal activities, 
and therefore if God is personal, as 
the Bible claims, God cannot be 
atemporal, or timeless.  Their claim 

is if God exists in time, then He is 
subject to the laws of relativity theory which govern 
space and time, and therefore He cannot be omnipo-
tent because he's under the laws of nature. So the theist 
or those who believe in God is confronted with a dilem-
ma. The theist believes that God is both personal and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jas.1%3A17&version=NASB#fen-NASB-30284a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A18++&version=NASB#fen-NASB-27461a


• omnipotent; but if He is both of these He can be  neither timeless 
nor temporal, and therefore such a God simply cannot exist. Stating 
that the God 
of the Bible 
does not exist 
is the conclu-
sion from the 
scientific and 
philosophical 
disciplines.  
This is essen-
tially dis-
guised hu-
manism.  Hu-
manism is the 
belief that 
man is the ul-
timate au-
thority of the Universe.  As the ultimate authority, man is able to do 
anything he/she chooses ao long as it doesn’t offend or hurt any-
one.  God’s people must be well informed to stand up and defend the 
faith. 

• Second is doctrinal. There has already been a good deal of careless 
statements made about the doctrine of divine eternity. Therefore, as 
reflective Christians, we need to engage in the project of sorting out 
a theory or model of divine eternity which is biblically faithful and 
logically coherent. 

Both of these views cannot be right because they are contradictory to 
one another. To say that God is timeless is to say that He is not tem-
poral. So one is the denial of the other. If God is timeless, He is not tem-
poral; if He is temporal, then by definition He is not timeless. We have 
to decide whether God is timeless or temporal. 

There is one argument for divine timelessness that I find very persua-

sive, and this is the argument based upon the incompleteness of tem-
poral life. Temporal life is radically incomplete in that we do not yet 

have our fu-
ture, and we 
no longer have 
our past. Our 
past is contin-
ually receding 
away, and 
we're always 
reaching out 
toward the fu-
ture we do not 
have. Our only 
hold on exist-
ence is the 
present mo-
ment that is 

ever fleeting, ever vanishing, ever passing away. And yet this is the only 
hold on existence that we as temporal beings have. Our lives are thus 
radically evanescent and have such a tenuous hold on existence. But 
this is incompatible with the life of a most perfect being, such as God. 

This evanescence of temporal life was brought home to me with this 
chilling thought.  “Time has a savage way of gnawing away at existence, 
making our claim upon existence tenuous and fleeting. And surely this is in-
compatible with the life of a most perfect being, such as God. A perfect being 
must have his life all at once, complete, never passing away or yet to come. 
In other words, the life of a perfect being must be a timeless existence in 
which he exists in an eternal now that never passes away.” 

This argument for divine timelessness strikes me as extremely plausi-
ble and powerful.  

Let’s examine a popular view of omnitemporal because the fleetingness 
of time is not diminished for an omniscient being.  



Part of the reason that time seems so savage is because we (temporal 
beings) no longer have a complete memory of the past or anticipation 
of the future in our minds. But for an omniscient being who knows 
completely and experiences completely, past, present, and future as 
though they were all happening right now, the fleeting nature of time's 
passage is not dramatic. If we suppose for a minute that God is tem-
poral, then God can recall past events and relive them with a vividness 
and reality as though they were present. Or perhaps He does not have to 
recall, but experiences all simultaneously.  Similarly, He foreknows 
events to come in the future with the same sort of reality with which He 
can know present events. So for a being who has complete recollection 
of the past and complete foreknowledge of the future, the passage of 
time is not severe nor detrimental as for us finite, temporal creatures. 
However God never had a beginning and will never have an end.  Never-
theless, in the absence of countermanding arguments for divine tem-
porality, I think this argument gives plausible grounds for affirming 
that God is timeless.  And we must not lose sight that when under-
standing of the incompleteness of temporal life, that by definition, the 
Timeless God has no need of memory as He is always “now.” 

4.  Intrinsic/Extrinsic Change 

Let’s pause and examine the difference between intrinsic and extrinsic 
change.  

• Intrinsic Change 

• Something changes intrinsically if one of its properties 
changes, which it has in isolation from its relationship to 
anything else.  

• For example, a ripening apple turns from green to red; that's 
an intrinsic change in the apple.  

• Extrinsic Change 

• Something changes extrinsically if it changes in its relations 
to something else.  

• For example, I was once taller than my brother Rick, but I 
am now shorter than my brother Rick, not because of any 
intrinsic change in me, but because of an intrinsic change in 
Rick. He has grown taller. I have become shorter than Rick 
by undergoing an extrinsic change. I have remained intrin-
sically changeless in terms of my height, but I have under-
gone an extrinsic change in relation to Rick.  I am now 
smaller than, whereas before I  was taller than, my brother.  

Omnitemporal impact.  

Now in order for something to be temporal, it doesn't need to be in-
trinsically changing.  All it needs to experience is extrinsic change in its 
relations.  

Imagine a rock existing in outer space, frozen at absolute zero, so it is 
absolutely changeless intrinsically. Would that rock be timeless? Well, I 
think clearly not, because it could still change extrinsically in its rela-
tion to things around it. A meteor whizzes by—and a little later, anoth-
er meteor whizzes by. Even though the rock is intrinsically changeless, 
its relationship in its environment is changing in temporal relations 
with these successive events. Therefore extrinsic change is sufficient 
for a temporal existence. 

Now God, as the creator of the universe, is causally related to the world. 
He brings the world into existence. And the question is, would God be 
temporal in virtue of His changing relationships with a temporal uni-
verse?  

Now I’ve seen many discussions that God either remains timeless or 
else He becomes temporal in virtue of his new relationship to a chang-
ing world. If God becomes temporal, then clearly He is in time. So could 
God remain timeless while creating the universe?  



The arguments center that in creating the universe God undergoes at 
least an extrinsic change—a relational change. At the moment of crea-
tion He comes into a new relation in which He did not have before be-
cause there was no "before." It's the first moment of time. And at the 
first moment of time, He comes into this new relation of sustaining the 
universe, a relation in which He did not stand before. And thus, in virtue 
of this extrinsic, relational change, God would be brought into time at 
the moment of creation. 

For God to be brought into a temporal existence, would be to deny his 
eternal existence.  By definition, temporal has a beginning and an end, 
and there is a past, present, and future.  I also propose there is no way 
God could initiate time and sustain time and the universe, all while 
subjecting himself to the properties of time. 

I have studied additional arguments from philosophers and scientists 
who propose that God is temporal and cite critical theories such as 
tensed versus tensless time, as well as static versus dynamic time.  But 
these arguments fail the test that God has no beginning/no end, no 
past/present/future and that the entire universe is sustained by God 
who is out of time. Time began with Creation and God remained 
changeless (including intrinsic/extrinsic) throughout creation and 
thereafter. 

5.  Is God’s Existence Timeless or 
Omnitemporal? 
There are at least two ways in which something could exist eternally.  

One way would be to exist omnitemporal—that is to say, at every point 
in time. And if time is extended infinitely into the past and into the fu-
ture, then a being which existed omnitemporally would exist without 
beginning and end. He would never come into existence or go out of ex-
istence; he would exist permanently. And typically, the Scripture speaks 

of God in terms of his everlasting, omnitemporal duration. For exam-
ple, Psalm 90.2 says, "Before the mountains were born Or You gave birth 
to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are 
God.  

The second way a being could exist eternally, without beginning and 
end, is if such a being were altogether timeless; that is to say, a being 
which completely transcended time, which had no temporal location 
and therefore no temporal extension but just existed outside of time, 
would have neither beginning nor end. Such a being would simply exist 
in a single, timeless “present”.  

There are biblical passages that do intimate a transcendence of God be-
yond time. For example, Genesis 1.1 says, "In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.” And then it goes on to describe his creation 
of the first day and the second day, and the third, and so forth. Thus 
this beginning envisioned by the author of Genesis may not simply be a 
beginning of the material universe, the cosmos, but a beginning of time 
itself. Now since God didn't begin to exist, this would imply that God, in 
some difficult-to-articulate way, existed beyond the beginning of 
time—beyond the commencement of time in the universe described in 
verse 1.  This interpretation is trully inadequate in defining either Eter-
nity or an Eternal God.  This interpretation would introduce the ques-
tion of what came first:  time or the universe?  

There are a number of passages that speak of God's existence before 
time. Jude, verse 25, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now 
and [a]forever. Amen. In this passage the author speaks of God as existing 
before all time; in some sense, God exists beyond time. If time is finite 
and had a commencement, then God, being eternal, must in some way 
exist beyond or outside of time.  The Bible is clear, God existed before 
all things including time. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+25&version=NASB#fen-NASB-30699a


Why examine whether God’s existence is omnitemporal or timeless 
eternity? It is easy to question why "do such a thing? Why not simply 
rest content with the biblical affirmation that God is without beginning 
and end and exists permanently, and not decide between these two 
competing theories of divine eternity?"  

The doctrine of the Trinity provides a useful model for God's timeless 
existence. Very often, people will say that persons have to exist in in-
terpersonal relationships, and therefore God would have to be tem-
poral. But what that assumes is that the persons to whom God is relat-
ed would have to be human persons. But according to the Christian 
doctrine of the Trinity, that is not true. God, in His own being, is tri-
personal, and in the unity of His own being God can enjoy the fullness 
of interpersonal relationships within the Godhead itself in a timeless 
and changeless way. In fact God directly implies this in Genesis 1:1.  
Everything the Father knows, the Son and the Spirit know; what the 
Father loves, the Spirit and the Son love; what the Son wills, the Father 
and the Spirit will. This is the doctrine of perichoresis, according to 
which the three persons of the Godhead are completely transparent to 
one another and interpenetrate one another. And just as we sometimes 
speak metaphorically of two lovers who sit just staring into each oth-
er's eyes, not speaking a word, as “lost in that timeless moment,” so, 
in a literal way, God in the interpersonal relationships of the Trinity, 
can exist in a timeless moment of complete love, fulfillment, and 
blissfulness in the self-sufficiency of his own being. Thus I am not at 
all persuaded that timelessness and personhood are incompatible.  God 
can exist timelessly while being personal. 

As to God’s foreknowledge we could say that God simply has omnisci-
ence as an essential attribute to believe only and all true propositions. 
God doesn't learn anything because He knows all truth, and it would be 
wrong to think that God has to somehow learn what He knows. The 
other model is called "middle knowledge," which holds that God 
knows what every free creature would freely do in any circumstances 
God might place him in. In virtue of knowing those truths and of 

knowing the decree of His own will to create certain circumstances and 
place certain creatures in them, God then knows everything that will 
happen. 

6.0  Eternity Is Timeless 

One evening back in the 1970s, I was watching a popular TV show 
called, Star Trek.  In this particular episode, Commander Spock and the 
crew of the Star Ship Enterprise were looking for their Captain Kirk on 
a planet below their starship.  Navigator Zulu expresses that they have 
been unable to ‘find Kirk’.  Spock then instructs the crew to abandon 
finding Kirk and find where he definitely is not. 

First, man is ‘imprisoned by time.’ 

There are four primary constraints put on every man, woman, and 
child.  First, all men have a beginning at birth.  All men have an ending 
with death as a result of sin and evil.  Throughout life, additional con-
straints are placed on man as time ‘ages’ man.  Man is alive only at the 
moment.  The past is over, completed and no longer available to man to 
experience again.  Sure, man can ‘remember’ these events, but they are 
no longer available to man to experience.  Thus the longer man lives, 
the shorter the temporal existence remaining for man. 

 Man has no access to experience the future.  Man only has the ability 
to experience life and events now. 

As Spock found Captain Kirk, by focusing on where he was not, we can 
gain a better understanding of Eternity by studying time.   

What we’ve learned so far or can assume through God’s word is that 
eternity does not imprison God, mankind, angels or God’s creation.  
There is no time, no past, no present nor a future.  Time is measured, 
eternity is always now.  In time man ages.  In eternity man does not age 
and therefore stays unchanging.  Acts of evil exists in time but not in 
eternity. 



Christians have long held the belief that God is eternal (everlasting, 
never-ending) and that man’s ultimate destiny lies in obtaining eternal 
life, in being with God eternally.  The crux of the Gospel is in sharing what 
Paul wrote to the Romans (10:8-10) 8 But what does it say? “THE WORD IS 
NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART”--that is, the word of 
faith which we are preaching, 9 that if you confess with your mouth Je-
sus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in right-

eousness, and with the mouth he confesses, 
resulting in salvation.   

Being that God is eternal, He exists in eter-
nity and not time.  Through His omnisci-
ence and omnipotent attributes, God expe-
riences time, but He Himself abides outside 
of time.  The importance of this observation 
should be clear by the completion of this 
discussion. 

This is not to say that the religious con-
sciousness has not its own need of the con-
ception of God as being "from everlasting to 
everlasting," as in Psalms 90:2, and of His 
kingdom as "an everlasting king-
dom" (Daniel 4:3).  

Drawing on the fifth century Roman phi-
losopher, Boethius's characterization of 
eternity as complete possession all at once 
of interminable life, Brian Leftow Nolloth 
Professor of Philosophy of the Christian 
Religion at Oriel College in Oxford, points 
out that “a temporal being is unable to enjoy 
what is past or future for it. The past is gone 
forever, and the future is yet to come. The 
passage of time renders it impossible for any 

temporal being to possess all its life at once. Even God, if He is temporal, 
cannot reclaim the past.” Leftow emphasizes that even perfect memory 
cannot substitute for actuality: "the past itself is lost, and no memory, 
however complete, can take its place—for confirmation, ask a widower if his 
grief would be abated were his memory of his wife enhanced in vividness 
and detail."    By contrast a timeless God lives all His life at once and re-
sultantly suffers no loss. Therefore, if God is the most perfect being, He 
is timeless. 



 I took quite a number of math courses while at the University of Neva-
da to support my studies in engineering and I remember when I was 
first introduced to the infinity variable.   

The definition of infinity (eternity) is two fold.   

1. In general, infinity is the quality or state of endlessness or having 
no limits in terms of time, space, or other quantity, boundless 

2. In mathematics, infinity is the conceptual expression of such a 
"numberless" number. It is often symbolized by the lemniscate, 
which looks something like the numeral 8 written sideways.  

The symbol for infinity was first used in the 1600s by the mathemati-
cian John Wallis.  As a mathematical definition, it is larger than the 
largest value that can ever be created, as a non-mathematical defini-
tion infinity is defined without bounds.   In many cultures infinity sym-
bolizes eternity, empowerment, and everlasting love.  Infinity comes 
from the Latin word "infinitas," meaning boundlessness. It has no be-
ginning and no end,.  For just a moment, visualize all events, all 
thought, all action, everything as constantly circling around the ‘8’ at a 
speed much greater than the speed of light, or any speed man has been 
able to achieve or comprehend.  And for just a moment, visualize your-
self standing right in the center of the Lemniscate ribbon where all four 
lines intersect.  This would mean that all events, thoughts, actions, 
everything would be passing by you so frequently, so quickly it would 
appear they were all happening simultaneously.  You would not need to 
look to the past or to the future to again experience what will or what 
did happen.  That is because it all happens ‘now’. 

Electron Flow and Time 
In the discussion above about the past, present, and future circling 
around at great speed, let me 
further illustrate this concept 
with a comparison of electron 
flow. Like most examples in ex-
plaining eternal doctrines, it is 

barely adequate, but I believe sufficient to explain this concept. 

We all know that if I want to wire up a light bulb in my attic, I need to 
install a switch between the power supply, a light socket and a return 
wire.  Now, when electricity flows through a wire, there is no visible 
movement in the wire itself.  Or at least movement we can observe with 
our normal eyesight.  That’s because the movement actually occurs at 
the subatomic level.   

Here’s a very, very simplified discussion of electron flow.   

Wires are made of materials that will conduct (permit) the flow of elec-
tricity.  The wire is made of billions of billions of atoms.  Each atom has 
a nucleus and a specific number of electrons.  The electrons orbit the 
nucleus. Life is great and the atom is happy. 

However, when power is applied, the power supply injects an extra 
“proton” into the first atom next to the source of power.  This extra 
proton \the atom inherits makes the atom ‘negatively’ charged.  That’s 
because the atom wants to get rid of the extra proton that’s orbiting the 
nucleus.  And it does.  It pushes an electron over to its neighbor and so 
forth.  This process continues so long as power is supplied to the wire.   

This is extremely fast because whenever we turn on the lights, the 
stove, the TV set, etc…. these appliances and lights seem to work in-
stantly and that’s because electron flows through billions and billions 
of atoms at an incredible speed. 

Here’s the correlation. 

There are four limitations to electron flow that correlates to time. 

1. It has a definite beginning whenever power is applied. 



 

1. It has a definite ending whenever power is terminated. 

2. There is a past.  The electron that is moving to “now” has come 
from somewhere and that event is over.  Gone forever. 

3. There is a future.  The electron that is moving “now” has the next 
atom to collide with, but that event has yet to happen. 

Let’s remove the boundaries to better understand eternity.  Rather than 
wiring for a light bulb, let’s have a Lemniscate loop. 

1. There is no beginning of power since God’s power is eternal and He 
powers all. 

2. There is no ending of power since God’s power is eternal and He 
powers all. 

3. There is no past since all events are constantly and continuously 
circling 

4. There is no future since all events are constantly and continuously 
circling. 

Like the speed of protons flowing from one atom to another at unheard 
of speed, so past, present, and future circle the Lemniscate.  Past, Pre-

sent, and Future are all 
‘now’.  How long is now?  In 
time, it is the briefest meas-
urable amount of time.  In 
eternity, it is forever without 
bounds. 

However, when power is ap-
plied, the power supply in-
jects an extra “proton” into 
the first atom next to the 
source of power.  This extra 
proton \the atom inherits 
makes the atom ‘negatively’ 
charged.  That’s because the 
atom wants to get rid of the 

extra proton that’s orbiting the nucleus.  And it does.  It pushes an elec-
tron over to its neighbor and so forth.  This process continues so long as 
power is supplied to the wire.   

This is extremely fast because whenever we turn on the lights, the 
stove, the TV set, etc…. these appliances and lights seem to work in-
stantly and that’s because electron flows through billions and billions 
of atoms at an incredible speed. 

Here’s the correlation. 

There are four limitations to electron flow that correlates to time. 

1. It has a definite beginning whenever power is applied. 

2. It has a definite ending whenever power is terminated. 

3. There is a past.  The electron that is moving to “now” has come 
from somewhere and that event is over.  Gone forever. 

4. There is a future.  The electron that is moving “now” has the next 
atom to collide with, but that event has yet to happen. 

Let’s remove the boundaries to better understand eternity.  Rather than 
wiring for a light bulb, let’s have a Lemniscate loop. 



1. There is no beginning of power since God’s power is eternal and He 
powers all. 

2. There is no ending of power since God’s power is eternal and He 
powers all. 

3. There is no past since all events are constantly and continuously 
circling 

4. There is no future since all events are constantly and continuously 
circling. 

Like the speed of protons flowing from one atom to another at unheard 
of speed, so past, present, and future circle the Lemniscate.  Past, Pre-
sent, and Future are all ‘now’.  How long is now?  In time, it is the brief-
est measurable amount of time.  In eternity, it is forever without 
bounds. 

 

 

7.0  Eternity is Permanent, The 
Natural Order of God. 
Eternity has no beginning or no end.  God has no beginning and no end.  
God lives outside of time.  He does not experience either birth or death.  
(Although His son Jesus, incarnate man, did undergo birth and death as 
the propitiation for the sins of mankind)  But this is not where God is, 
nor was the birth/death of Jesus the beginning or end of the Son of God.  
God the Father, God the Son, and God, the Holy Spirit have always ex-
isted, having neither a beginning nor end.  This is the natural order of 
God in eternity.  And most refreshing since eternity never ends. Eternity 
is permanent.  To receive eternal life is a permanent gift because it is 
eternal.   

Past, Present, and Future also 
have constraints.  In time, the 
Past can only be experienced in 
the ‘now’ and once experi-
enced, it is never accessible 
again.  In time, the future is 
simply unavailable.  The only 
experiences allowed within 
time is now, the present.  By 
removing these boundaries and 
limits, eternity essentially has 
no past, no present, and no fu-
ture.  They all three exist, but in 
Eternity Now.  All things that 
have happened, are happening.  
All things that are going to hap-

pen, are happening.  Therefore God always “now” has instantaneous 
access and experience to past, present, and future continuously. 

 



“Consider if you will, a satellite camera miles above earth.  It can see with extraordinary clarity even the smallest of details on the entire 
planet.  From God’s perspec-
tive in eternity, God sees not 
only what is happening now, 
but everything that has hap-
pened in the past and every-
thing that will happen in the 
future, simultaneously and in 
full details.  He misses noth-
ing. 

Man has yet to build a compa-
rable camera.  What God sees 
and knows, boggles the hu-
man, time-bounded mind. 



God,” declares the prophet Isaiah, “is the high and lofty One who inhabits 
eternity” (Is. 57.15).  But being a prophet and not a philosopher, Isaiah 
didn't pause to reflect upon the nature of divine eternity.  Minimally, to 
be eternal means to be without beginning and end. To say that God is 
eternal means minimally that he never came into being and will never 
go out of being. To exist eternally is to exist permanently. 

8.0 Time Is Temporal 
Temporal comes from the Latin word temporalis which means “of 
time” and is usually applied to words that mean not having much of it, 
such as the temp nurse who works at a hospital for a set period of time, 
because temporary situations don’t last long.  A less common word, 
temporality also means having limited time, and it rhymes with mor-
tality. 

Bill Pratt, is a Christian apologetics author, theology teacher, and phi-
losopher.  Pratt holds a Masters Degree in Christian Apologetics from 
Southern Evangelical Seminary, and wrote the following in his pub-
lished article, What does Eternity Mean, 

“The difficulty we have is that we are time-bounded creatures trying to de-
scribe a timeless God.  Our words cannot comprehend eternity, but we can 
make claims about what eternity is not.  Eternity literally means 
“timelessness” or “non-temporality.”  It refers to the nonexistence of time.  
God lives outside of time and is not limited by time.  Although the universe 
He created is ‘now’ in time, God is not.” 

A.W. Tozer, an American Christian pastor, preacher, author, magazine 
editor, and spiritual mentor received two honorary doctoral degrees, 
comments, “Time marks the beginning of created existence and because 
God never began to exist it can have no application to Him.”  He continues, 
“Time is known to us by a succession of events.  It is the way we account for 
consecutive changes in the universe.” 

God does not experience anything as a sequence of events.  He does not 
think or act in terms of step 1, then step 2, then step 3.  He experiences 

everything as one Eternal “Now”.  He sees our entirely earthly exist-
ence in one eternal “instant” now. 

9.0  Eternity Is Boundless 
While God experiences “time” outside of being in time, in the linear, 
time-space continuum, or chronical experience as a function of His 
omniscience, and omnipresence, He alone is not bound by “time’s” 
constraints or parameters.  Unlike man, God has always existed in what 
C.S. Lewis termed “Eternity Now.” “God,” declares the prophet Isaiah, “is 
the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity” (Is. 57.15).  

God has always experienced the totality of time and everything eternal 
(eternity past—before time and eternity future—after time) as the pre-
sent.  Thus God is described as living in the Eternal Now and knowing 
all things simultaneously. 

So far, the argument entails that God knows everything simultaneously 
because the past, present, and future of God’s existence are instantane-
ously grasped in all its relations to creation. 

Therefore the past, present, and future are all present to God in one di-
vine point of view.  The constraints of time do not exist in a boundless 
eternity. 

Since the omniscient God knows all the events of past, present, and fu-
ture simultaneously, God is simultaneously both with these individual 
events in order to observe them, and with the sum total of these events 
because God must be outside of time to observe the temporal series as a 
unity. 

Because divine knowledge is true by definition, God’s observation of 
the temporal order is how it “really” is; all events are simultaneous, 
synchronized.  In other words, the notion of a casual chain as a tem-
poral structure is useless because causes and effects are simultaneous, 
which makes the temporal order arbitrary and casual circularity a seri-
ous option. 



10.0  The Beginning of Time 
Eternity, by definition, has always existed and never had a beginning.   

According to the Christian doctrine of creatio ex nihilo, the universe be-
gan to exist a finite amount of time ago.  This doctrine receives philo-
sophical confirmation from arguments demonstrating the absurdity of 
an infinite temporal regress of events and empirical confirmation from 
the evidence for the so-called 'big-bang' model of the universe.   

Now God, as the creator of the universe, is causally related to the world. 
He brings the world into existence. And the question is, would God be 
temporal in virtue of His changing relationships with new existence of 
a temporal universe?  

Imagine God existing once more, alone, without the world, without 
creation. Now in such a state, God is timeless as there was no time prior 
to creation.  Let’s review Genesis 1:1-5. 

(1) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (2) The earth 
was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. (3) Then God 
said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. (4) God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. (5) God called the light 
day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, one day. 

God did the creating.  Therefore the everlasting God was in the begin-
ning of the creation.  These first five verses list twelve events that 
clearly answers the question of when time began. 

• God created the heavens and the earth.  

•  The earth was formless and void, and  

• darkness was over the surface of the deep, and  

• the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.   

• Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  

•  God saw that the light was good; and  

• God separated the light from the darkness.  

• God called the light day, and  

• the darkness He called night.  

• And there was evening and  

• there was morning,  

• one day. 

There are two conclusions we can make from the above verses.  First, 
this is a sequence of events which states all twelve events happened 
during time.  Secondly, the last event called this time day one.  Subse-
quent verses in Chapter 1 label each creation day, Day 2, Day 3, etc…  So 
not only did creation happen in time, the first occurrence of time, or 
the establishment of time by God occurred at the onset of Creation. 

I had the privilege of briefly arguing this point without much success 
directly to Dr. Stephen Hawkins in the 1980s when he visited our cor-
poration in Framingham, MA.  

If we agree that the universe began to exist, does this necessitate as 
well a beginning to time itself ? The answer is: it all depends.  Dr. 
Hawkings at the time, was of a persuasion that time had already existed 
and that the Big Bang occurred in a void as an event within time.  I 
countered that if the Big Bang occurred in a void, than time began in-
stantaneous with this first event.  To have accepted my argument 
would have established the existence of eternity prior to time and  



subsequently an eternal God. 

Dr. Hawkins argued that if a person believes that time exists apart from 
events such that if there were no events there would still be time, then 
my argument would not entail prima facie a beginning to time.  

On the other hand, if one accepts that time cannot exist apart from 
events, then a beginning of events would entail a beginning of time as 
well.  

According to the relational theory the passage of time consists in the 
happening of events. So the question whether time is finite or infinite 
may be reduced to the question whether the series of events is finite or 
infinite.   

Prior to the universe's beginning, if there was nothing at all, not even 
space, then it would certainly seem to be true that there was no time 
either. For suppose the universe never came to exist—would time exist? 
But if the universe does come to exist ex nihilo, how could we say this 
first event has an effect on reality (but of course there was no reality!) 
before it ever occurred, especially when its occurrence is a contingent 
matter?  

When the first event occurred, the first moment of time began.  Thus, 
the proper understanding of God, time, and eternity would be that God 
exists changelessly and timelessly prior to creation and in time after 
creation, although He Himself abides in eternity throughout time.\ 

11.0  God Foresees Events & 
Lives 

I still stand amazed at how many well meaning Christians I speak with 
each day who believe that when time began, God was forced to live in 
time and not eternity.  Accepting this concept creates great difficulty if 

we believe God to be in time right now.  

Everyone who believes in God believes He knows what you and I are go-
ing to do tomorrow. But if He knows I am going to so-and-so, how can 
I be free to do otherwise?  

Well, here once again, the difficulty comes from thinking that God is 
progressing along the Timeline like us: but the big difference is He is in 
Eternity, Now and we are not.  

Well, if that were true, if God foresaw our acts, it would be very hard to 
understand how we could be free not to do them. But suppose God is 
outside and above the Timeline. In that case, what we call "tomorrow" 
is visible to Him in just the same way as what we call "today". All the 
days are "Now" for God who is outside the timeline.  

God does not need to remember you doing things yesterday; He simply 
sees you doing them, because, though you have lost yesterday, He has 
not. He does not need to "foresee" you doing things tomorrow; He 
simply sees you doing them: because, though tomorrow is not yet there 
for you, it is for Him.  

You never supposed that your actions at this moment were any less free 
because God knows what you are doing. He knows your tomorrow's ac-
tions in just the same way -- because He is already in all the tomorrows 
and can simply watch you.  

To repeat, what you do tomorrow is not foreseen by God.  What you do 
tomorrow is seen by God being done now.  God is above the timeline to 
manage the sequence of events.  God is in the timeline with you through 
the event. 



12.  Keeping The Universe Going 

Through the Scriptures, Christians have learned that the eternal God 
keeps (sustains) the whole universe going.  Critics question that God 
once became a human being.  Their arguments fall along the line of how 
then could  the whole universe keep going while Jesus was a mere hu-
man, or what happened when He was asleep?  

How could Jesus at the same time be God knowing and sustaining all 
things  ask, "Who touched me?" You will notice that the sting lay in the 
TIME words: "WHILE he was a baby" -- "How could Jesus,  AT THE 
SAME TIME be both an infant and one who sustains the entire uni-
verse?"  In other words critics are claiming that Christ's life as God was 
in time and therefore the entire Godhood was in time and not eternal.  
These assumptions are baseless and not substantiated by scripture. 

This may be the understanding of many Christians today. We picture 
God living through a period when His human life was still in the future: 
then coming to a period when it is present: then going on to a period 
when He could look back on it as something in the 
past.   

You cannot put Christ's earthly life in Palestine into 
any time-relations with His eternal existence as God 
as God beyond all time. While Jesus had a birth and a 
death, He has always existed, never having a begin-
ning or an end.  He, though in time for a short period, 
abides in eternity. 

This human life of God is from our point of view a par-
ticular period in the history of our world (from the 
year A.D. 1 till the Crucifixion). We therefore imagine it 
is also a period in the history of God's own existence, 
but this is an improper conclusion.  

God has no history. History has no meaning for God as 
we’ve previously discussed, since history is a record of 

the past and God has no past.  He is too completely and utterly eternal 
to have a past.  As we have discussed, to have a history means losing 
part of your reality (because it had already slipped away into time’s 
past) and not yet having another part (because it is still in time’s fu-
ture): in fact having nothing but the tiny little present which has gone 
before you can speak about it.  





12.0  Final Discussion Questions 
1.   When And How Did Time Begin? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

2. How Do You Now Define Eternity? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

3. How does Eternity And Foreknowledge Relate? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

4. How Could God Sustain The Universe When Jesus Became A Man 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

5. Are Both Time And Eternity permanent?  How Can You Have One Without The Other? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 











In a lay-leader class at Med-
way Community Church of 
Medway, MA a few years ago, 
I was challenged to defend 
my faith and the doctrines I 
held dear. I found myself 
embarrassed as it was quick-
ly apparent that I was ill 
equipped to either defend or 
explain my beliefs. 

Less than two weeks passed 
and I was again challenged in a local Men’s Bible study.  To 
my discredit, I once again was unable to defend my beliefs.  

I resolved to correct this deficiency and set out to thor-
oughly study the Scriptures and document my findings on 
salvation and Jesus’ teachings in an organized fashion. My 
original objective was to put together a short “white pa-
per” to define and support my position and beliefs on pre-
destination.  God wanted me instead, to become His disci-
ple in a life long pursuit of truth.  I quickly found myself asking more and more questions that compelled me to con-
stantly research, study and document.  My goals expanded broader and faster.  This study required me to put aside all my 
biases, read God’s word freshly and intently, discuss with scholars and read numerous documents on Christian doc-
trines. I lost track of time, so involved were my studies. It has now been over a decade since I first undertook the quest to 
write a simple white paper.  

God has been especially gracious in guiding my study of His revealed word.  This study has been a true joy.  The more I 
studied, the more in awe of our Almighty God I became. I was compelled from within to continue worshipping, studying, 
fellowshipping, and serving Him.  

Quick Notes About the Author 

• Married, father of three children, four grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren. 

• Saved in 1974 at FBC Church, San Jose, CA 

• Tutored by lay leaders, ministers, authors, teachers, sci-
entists and philosophers    

• Currently member of FBC Bellingham, MA under the 
ministry of Pastor Rodrigues 

• Challenged in 2 bible studies by my lack of understand-
ing biblical doctrines.  I resolved to correct this deficien-
cy and committed myself to becoming a disciple of Christ 

•  These study guides summarize God’s teachings and 
chronicles God’s plan to restore Man for eternal fellow-
ship with Him. 




